Journal to Stella

LETTER XVI

though perhaps I will write to him before he goes; yet
where shall I direct? for I suppose he has left Conolly's.7
13. I have left off lady Kerry's bitter, and got another
box of pills. I have no fits of giddiness, but only some
little disorders towards it; and I walk as much as I can.
Lady Kerry is just as I am, only a great deal worse: I
dined to-day at lord Shelburn's, where she is, and we conn
ailments, which makes us very fond of each other. I have
taken Mr. Harley into favour again, and called to see him,
but he was not within; I will use to visit him after dinner,
for he dines too late for my head: then I went to visit poor
Congreve, who is just getting out of a severe fit of the
gout, and I sat with him till near nine o'clock. He gave
me a Tatler* he had written out, as blind as he is, for little
Harrison. 'Tis about a scoundrel that was grown rich, and
went and bought a Coat of Arms at the Herald's, and a
set of ancestors at Fleet-ditch; 'tis well enough, and shall
be printed in two or three days, and if you read those kind
of things, this will divert you. 'Tis now between ten and
eleven, and I am going to bed.
14. This was Mrs. Vanhomrigh's daughter's Birth-
day, and Mr. Ford and I were invited to dinner to keep
it, and we spent the evening there drinking punch. That
was our way of beginning Lent;^ and in the morning lord
Shelburn, lady Kerry, Mrs. Pratt and I went to Hyde-
park, instead of going to church; for till my head is a little
settled, I think it better not to go; it would be so silly
and troublesome to go out sick. Dr. Duke10 died suddenly
7 See p. 31 n.27                               8 No. 14 of Harrison's series,
o Ask Wednesday In 1711 Easter Day fell on I Apr., (XS.
10 Richard Duke, born in 1658, was briefly noticed by Johnson (Lives
of the Poets, ed. Birkbeck Hill, ii. 24-5). He was educated at Westminster
School, and at Trinity College, Cambridge, where he became a fellow in
1683. A friend of Otway and of Dryden, he contributed to the first volume
, of Dryden's Miscellanies. He took orders about 1685, and in 1687 was
presented to the living of Blaby in Lincolnshire. In the following year lie
was made prebendary of Gloucester.  Later he became chaplain to the
Bishop of Winchester, chaplain to the Queen; and,in 1708 received the
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